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Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — Twelfth Report — “WA Police Union 
complaint in regard to the partiality of the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission” 

Resumed from 8 May.  

Motion 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

The history of the twelfth report, tabled on 8 May, has its beginnings in a public hearing on 4 December last 
year. That public hearing was arranged by the committee, and those in attendance were representatives from the 
WA Police Union. If members take the opportunity, they will see that chapter 1 of this report is devoted to 
explaining how these allegations came about. I want to concentrate my comments on chapter 2 of the report, but, 
in essence, the president of the WA Police Union, Mr George Tilbury, said — 

… we do question the impartiality of the Parliamentary Inspector. 

That was obviously a very serious allegation against a very eminent former Supreme Court judge, the current 
parliamentary inspector, Hon Michael Murray, QC. It would have been inappropriate for the committee to leave 
that allegation on the public record untested. As members will see in the chronology outlined in chapter 1, we 
invited the union, if it felt that those remarks by Mr Tilbury warranted follow-through, to make a submission. 
Indeed, history now records that the union put in a formal submission on 20 January this year, and the committee 
then undertook a proper consideration of that complaint. After all, it is one of the roles of this committee to have 
oversight of not only the Corruption and Crime Commission, but also the parliamentary inspector. 

Chapter 2 of the report is devoted to consideration of the allegations. In particular, it is worthwhile considering 
another quote by the president of the WA Police Union, Mr George Tilbury, who said in the formal complaint, as 
set out in the report — 

A fair minded observer would be entitled to now conclude that the Parliamentary Inspector may not 
bring an impartial mind to a complaint by a Police Officer… 

Again, that was a very serious allegation that the committee needed to properly consider. Indeed, the police 
union president went on to say in his letter of 20 January this year, as set out in the report — 

In summary, the Parliamentary Inspector: 

1. Has agreed with the CCC that Police Officers who refuse to cooperate “hinder the timeliness of the 
process” of CCC investigations; 

2. Has concluded that a Police Officer who “refuses to co-operate” with the CCC in a voluntary 
interview is engaging in a pointless and futile exercise; 
3. Has criticised the Union for correctly advising Members of their right not to participate; 

4. Has criticised the Union for directing its Members not to participate in voluntary interviews because 
they will not have protection over the use of their answers under the CCC Act, when the efficacy or 
otherwise of the Union’s decision to advise its Members of their rights is outside the scope of the 
Parliamentary Inspector’s statutory function. 

That summarises the particulars of the complaint by the union against the parliamentary inspector, which, as I 
said, was a serious allegation that needed to be dealt with by the committee. 

The balance of the report deals with the response from the parliamentary inspector to the committee and, in 
addition, sets out a number of findings. The parliamentary inspector provided his response to the committee on 
28 March 2014, and the committee has conveniently included that for members at appendix two of the report, if 
they want to see the entire response. I will quote selectively from that response, in which the parliamentary 
inspector said that the Corruption and Crime Commissioner had rightly referred to him the issue of the WA 
Police Union’s advice to its members at first instance. 

Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 4062.]  

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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